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FRIDAY EVENING MUSIC CLUB  

BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER  

For The Bulletin  

Christine Loughran joined the Friday Evening Music Club in the early 1970s, served a few terms as 

president, and four decades later is still performing with them.  

“It’s a great venue to perform, it gives me the motivation to practice, and I can perform on a 

wonderful piano in front of people who appreciate what I’m playing,” she said.  

On Thursday, Loughran, who lives near West Point in Hempfield, was practicing Johannes Brahms’ 

Waltzes, Op. 39, for one piano, four hands. The other pair of hands belonged to her friend and former 

student, Beverly Hritz of Greensburg, who is currently the club president.  

The two will be among a number of members performing on March 2 in the club’s 67th season. A 

student recitals will be held on Jan. 20, and another performance is scheduled for Feb. 3. All events 

are free and begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Campana Chapel at the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg, 

in Hempfield.  

The club was founded in 1944 for the purpose of bringing together professional and amateur 

musicians and vocalists who wanted to play and sing, and audiences who wanted to hear them. There 

are now 72 members, most from within 20 miles of Greensburg. They have monthly performances 

from October through May at UPG, where music professor Chris Bartley is their sponsor.  

Members play a variety of instruments, including piano, organ, cello, violin, viola, recorder, oboe, 

clarinet, saxophone, banjo and guitar. Members also are conductors, composers, vocalists, and 

present dramatic readings and visual arts.  

Loughran studied piano under Mildred G. Gardner of Greensburg, who was club president from 1962 

to 1964. She earned a music education degree from the then Seton Hill College in Greensburg and 

for a time taught at St. Edmund’s Academy in Squirrel Hill near Pittsburgh. She now teaches private 

piano lessons, and also volunteers to play at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in West Point.  

Hritz calls herself “an enthusiastic amateur.” She studied as a child through her senior year in high 

school, then studied when she attended the University of Miami. She retired as a projects manager 

for Westinghouse in Waltz Mills, and still does contract work.  

“I joined the club 10 years ago when I was taking lessons from Chris,” she said. “I really enjoy the 

camaraderie of other people who want to continue making music well into their adult years, and I 

like the continued challenge.”  

She currently takes lessons from David Volker, 83, of Greensburg, whose wife teaches violin. Both 

are members of the club.  

The club gives students who are learning a reason to perform, Loughran said.  

“There are good students, special ones that you recognize, and it’s an honor for them to be asked to 

perform,” she said. “Music is a discipline, and they should be recognized and rewarded for their 

discipline.”  

The Salon Series is a sub group of the club’s intermediate musicians who aren’t professionals and 

aren’t studying academically. Some studied in their earlier years and are taking lessons now. They 

meet two or three times a year at members’ homes, and Hritz hosted the last one in November.  

Some members accompany other performers. Hritz will accompany one of Mary Volker’s students in 

January, and Sam Mraz of Latrobe will accompany a singer and harpsichordist in another 

performance.  

Mraz retired from teaching science and math at Greater Latrobe Junior High School. He plays the 

recorder, a simple flute-like instrument that was popular from the medieval to baroque periods.  

“I started playing it back in college,” he said. “I realized it was simple, cheap and easy to play.”  

He also plays the viola da gamba, a stringed instrument from the Renaissance to baroque eras.  

“I heard that much later, fell in love with the sound and that was it,” he said. “And I like early 

music.”  

Other local members include Saint Vincent College student Andrew DeBroeck of Latrobe, who plays 

the flute and is scheduled to play in the January student recital. Thomas J. Maroon, a pianist from 

Latrobe, will play Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Etudes-Tableaux, Op. 33 at the March 2 performance.  

“We are always looking for performers and new members,” Loughran said. “And we’re always in 

need of an audience.”  

Every year, the group gives a $1,000 scholarship through the Mildred G. Gardner Scholarship Award 

Competition to a student who will major in music.  

For information about the club, schedule and scholarship: fridayeveningmusicclub.org. 

 


